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African merchants, had great roles to play during the period of slave trade along the Gold Coast as their European counterparts. In fact, they are literary equated to the merchants in Liverpool, London, Cardiz, Nantes, New York and Kingstone (Sparks, 2014). In as much as people believed that this trade was one sided, for it to flourish it depended on the relationship between African Merchants and the European counterparts. The Fante, which was the main tribe living along Annamaboe and the Atlantic shores at large had a lot of benefits associated with slave trade.
During the eighteenth and seventeenth century, the formation of a mighty government with resources to protect and fight the enemies of its people was very crucial. As such, most African rulers, chiefs and governors and kings sought and accepted assistance from Europeans who were during that time seeking support from them. This assistance in terms of armory and agricultural products is said to be the main reason why African merchants participated in this trade (Lovejoy, 2011).  And this is believed to be the main reason why the Fante grew wealthier and powerful during this period.
These African merchants, in the spirit of cooperation and bilateral ties with their counterparts had also the advantage of moving to the Britain and France for imports. Similarly, some of them sent their own children to study there and a few years to civilization, they had produced an elite class who were seen and perceived as better humans in their communities. This aspect enhanced dominion of this now created elite class by these African merchants (Sparks, 2014).
Their monetary value and wealth also increased as they could be paid and bribed by rival traders for support and elimination of the competitors. Hence, as the European traders grew, so did the African merchants. It is even during this period that there raised a distinctive gap amongst a people that had lived as equal.
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